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whom he had met in the previous year. In the King he
found an unpretending but interested student of natural
history, who had formed an admirable series of cabinets,
and who himself led him through it, " happier in a museum,"
so the journal remarks, "than in governing a kingdom."
On reaching Paris, Murchison learned that his wife was ill
at Tours, to which place he at once continued his journey.
It was the old Eoman fever which had prostrated her.
Already convalescent when her husband arrived, she was
soon able to be moved to Paris, where a stay of some weeks
was made.

While at St. Petersburg Murchison had been in com-
munication with Count Nesselrode and other dignitaries
there regarding a proposed appointment to some post in the
Eussian service, the apparent object being to secure such a
title and position in that service as would obviate official
objections at home to the use of the Eussian orders.
Eumours of this project had reached London, and of course
soon grew into an exaggerated story, which in due time
found its way to Murchison. Writing from Paris to Mr.
John Murray, he remarks, " I cannot imagine what can have
put it into any one's head (except that Lockhart is fond of a
joke) that I had been named a general in the Eussian service!
At first I thought nothing of the slip of your pen, because it
struck me that in a multitude of letters you might have had
one for a general officer on your table; but, meeting with
Mr. H. Ellis here, I found, to my very great annoyance and
regret, that this nonsense had been a topic of talk in London!
It never was in contemplation to make me a military man
again; all that was designed on the part of my friends in
Eussia was to have accorded to me a scientific post in per- special affection as coming so near his Phoenician type."
